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104	 Open Air Vegetation in January.

IV. Notice of the occurrence of Amblystegium con fervoides
of Bruch and Schimper, in Westmoreland, by Mr J. M.
BARNES. Communicated by Mr P. N. FRASER.

Mr Barnes gathered this moss in 1867, in considerable
abundance on loose stones in damp wood, near Levens. He
has found it in many different places since. It always
occurs on limestone, and is apt to be overlooked for a small
form of A. serpens. Specimens were exhibited and pre-
sented by Mr Barnes to the Herbarium.

V . Report on the Open Air Vegetation at the Royal
Botanic Garden. By Mr M‘NAB.

Since the last meeting of the Botanical Society, Jan.
14th, the weather has been unusually mild, the lowest
thermometer readings being on the mornings of Jan. 18,
22, 23, 26, and 27 ; also on Feb. 3, being respectively 28, 29,
31, 24, 29 and 28 degrees. The highest morning tempera-
tures were on Jan. 31, Feb. 4, 5, 6, and 7, marking 50, 52,
53, 47, and 46 degrees. This excess of temperature has
brought vegetation very rapidly forward, both foliage and
flowers being in advance of former years. In continuation
of my former list, the following shrubs and herbaceous
plants came into flower by rotation :—

Jan. 16. Eranthis hyemalis.
16. Rhododendron Noble-

anum.
17. Andromeda floribunda.
17. Leucojum vernum.
18. Erica herbacea.
20. Juniperus chinensis.
21. Nordmannia cordifolia.
21. Populus tremula.
22. Crocus susianus.
23. Hepatica triloba.
25. Orobus vernus.
26. Galanthus plicatus.
29. Daphne Mezereum.

Jan. 30. Cydonia japonica.
30 Mahonia Aquifolium.
30. Crocus vernus, and

vars.
Feb. 1. Sisyrinchium grandi-

florum.
2. S. album.
3. Scilla bifolia.
7. Nuttallia cerasiformis.

10. Aubretia grandiflora.
10. Symphytum caucasi-

cum.
10. Omphalodes verna.
11. Symplocarpus fcetidus.

Mr M`Nab remarked that the " Bunch grass " growing
in the Botanic Garden had, on 5th February, a growth of
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Miscellaneous Communications. 	 105

18 inches, which proved it to be by far the earliest and
strongest grass in cultivation. Mr Robert Brown, who
introduced the plant from British Columbia, made a few
remarks on its value as a pasture grass in that country.

VI. Miscellaneous Communications.

1. Aster salignus.—A note was read from Miss Beever,
recording the occurrence of Aster salignus on the shore
of Derwentwater, where it was collected by Miss Edmonds,
in 1868, in flower. This plant also occurs near Cambridge,
and in several places on the banks of the Tay, between
Dalguise and Seggieden. In one locality below Perth, Dr
White remarks that it is associated with several introduced
plants, such as Linaria repens, Petasites alba, Sanguisorba
canadensis, Mimulus luteus, Crocus vernus, and Narcissus
Pseudo-Narcissus, which are all more or less common, and
well established along the banks of the river. In France,
Aster Novce-Belgii seems to hold the same place as A.
salignus does in Britain—that of an exotic plant, well
established on the banks of several rivers, as near Stras-
bourg, Laugre, and Lyons.

2. Rare British Mosses.—Mr Sadler read a note from Mr
James Hardy, Old Cambus, enclosing specimens of Dicra-
num elongatum, which he had collected near the summit of
Hedgehope, Northumberland, in July last ; and recording
the occurrence of Dicranodontium aristatum in Roxburgh-
shire, where it was first gathered by Mr Jerdon in 1864,
and Grimmia contorta, on the Cheviots, collected by him-
self in May 1868.

3. Professor Balfour exhibited a series of beautifully
coloured photographs of plants, executed by the Rev. D.
T. K. Drummond ; also a picture frame prepared by Miss
Drummond from the scales of fir cones.

4. Professor Balfour noticed the " Fasciculi of Willows,"
now being issued by the Rev. J. E. Leefe. The first fasci-
culus (which can be had for 8s.) has been added to the
Herbarium.

5. Professor Dickson made some remarks on the structure
of the fruit of Hippophae rhamnoides, specimens of which he
exhibited.
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